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Mexico is pushing to expand energy cooperation within the framework of existing agreements
with trade partners in North and South America. Mexico sees cooperation in energy matters with
partners in the two trade blocs as a first step toward full integration of the energy sector throughout
the Americas.
Hemispherewide energy integration was initially broached at a summit of the Group of Three (G-3)
nations in early April. The three members of the bloc Mexico, Colombia, and Venezuela called the
meeting to discuss common problems and revive their faltering accord ahead of the Summit of the
Americas in Quebec, Canada, later in the month (see NotiSur, 2000-04-20).
Energy ministers from the three countries reached agreements to expand cooperation in projects
involving oil, coal, natural gas, and hydroelectric power and resolved to continue to provide
energy assistance to Central America and the Caribbean. The three countries, which are also oil
exporters, also announced an agreement to work together to help stabilize oil prices. Mexico laid the
groundwork for increased energy cooperation with the US and Canada during discussions at the
Summit of the Americas in late April.
Fox, US President George W. Bush, and Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien resolved to expand
cooperation under the framework of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in
several energy-related areas so that domestic needs for electrical power, natural gas, and petroleum
are met in each of the countries. As part of the commitment to cooperate in energy matters, the
three countries appointed their energy ministers to form a technical working group to facilitate
consolidations. "This forum will constitute a valuable vehicle to promote communication and
coordinate efforts that will contribute to increasing efficiency in our energy markets," the NAFTA
partners said in a prepared statement.
While most of the statements from the summit involved vague "promises" to cooperate, Bush and
Fox have already discussed some specific areas of cooperation such as expanding the flow of natural
gas and electricity across the US-Mexico border. But the decision to boost cooperation with the US
and Canada in the energy sector raised a red flag in the Mexican Congress.
Some Mexican legislators wondered whether Fox had entered into any agreement that might
compromise Mexico's constitutional right to control its natural resources. Deputy Juan Camilo
Mourino, chair of the energy committee (Comision de Energeticos) in the lower house, said the
Congress was planning to summon Energy Secretary Ernesto Martens to testify about the accord.
"We have to conduct a thorough analysis to ensure that none of our laws will be violated," said
Mourino.
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The Secretaria de Energia (SENER) said the concerns in Congress are overstated, since the
agreement signed by Mexico is not a formal pact but merely a guideline for cooperation. "This
working group does not pretend to be a body that will conduct commercial negotiations," said
SENER. (Sources: CNI en Linea, 04/22/01; El Financiero, 04/06/01, 04/23/01; La Jornada, 04/23/01; El
Universal, 04/05/01, 04/24/01, 04/25/01; Reforma, 04/23-25/01; Excelsior, 04/25/01)
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